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WHERE UNCLAIMED SETTLEMENT 
FUNDS DO THE MOST GOOD
As near as possible to the people a settlement was meant to protect.

HOW A CY PRES AWARD WORKS

1
A class action settles

Relief is owed to real 

people.

2
Class members cannot 

be found

Notices go unanswered 

and checks go uncashed.

3
The court redirects the 

funds

To a nonprofit whose work 

matches the class.

4
NLSP puts it to work

Free lawyers for the people 

the settlement missed.

2025 BY THE NUMBERS

1,643
clients represented

each with an NLSP attorney in 2025

5,695
people in client households

each case protects a household

17%
growth in new cases

from 1,418 in 2024 to 1,665 in 2025

8,000+
residents reached

including clinics and outreach

WHO WE SERVE

90%
of our clients are people of color

81% are African American

68%
of our clients are women

82% of clients with children

15%
of our clients are seniors

over age 65

1,510
children in client households

across 710 matters in 2025

Our clients live in all eight wards, most of them east of the Anacostia River, and include veterans and returning citizens.

WHERE CLASS CLAIMS MEET OUR WORK

Consumer debt and junk fees

Collection defense, garnishment 

limits, and fees illegal in DC

Credit reports and tenant 

screening

Reporting errors that cost 

residents jobs and apartments

Criminal records and 

background checks

Record sealing and inaccurate 

background reports

Wages and employment

Unpaid wages, discrimination, 

and license denials

Housing and tenant rights

Eviction defense, repairs, and 

unlawful rent claims

Public and subsidized 

housing

Voucher terminations and 

housing authority due process

Lending, student loans, and 

financial aid

Student debt relief and 

predatory loan defense

Repossession and auto 

lending

Repossessions, deficiency 

balances, and related collections

Public benefits

SSI, SSDI, SNAP, TANF, and 

unemployment denials

Healthcare access

Medicaid denials and housing 

conditions that harm health

Fair housing and disability

Discrimination claims and 

reasonable accommodations

Contracts and warranties

Deceptive sales and faulty goods 

and services

Home repair and 

homeownership

Contractor fraud, tax sales, and 

housing cooperatives

Families and survivors

Custody, child support, and civil 

protection orders

Veterans and older adults

VA benefits advice and discharge 

upgrades

Antitrust and data privacy

Rent overcharges and identity 

theft relief

WHY NLSP IS THE RIGHT BENEFICIARY

Nexus to the class

Class action harms reach our offices 

one resident at a time, across every 

claim type.

A neighborhood presence

Offices in NoMa and Deanwood, 

library clinics, and clients in all eight 

wards.

Reach that multiplies

Pro bono attorneys, referral 

partners, and community justice 

workers extend our reach.

Accountable stewardship

A Legal Services Corporation 

grantee, reporting to class counsel 

and the court.

Let’s talk about your next settlement.
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